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VitalSigns is a report card on the vitality of the
nation. It grades 12 key issue areas that affect the
quality of life of those who live, work, play and
learn in Ireland.
Through an extensive research process, VitalSigns
2015 has captured the priorities and opinions of
over 1,200 people living in Ireland to provide a
report card on the current situation in modern
Ireland.
This is a robust report that highlights our
achievements as a nation while also identifying the
areas in which we need to improve. We hope that
you will use this report to identify the key issues
facing your communities and to take action in
improving the VitalSigns of our country.

Hazel Hill
This report should be cited as: Hill, H, 2015. Irelands VitalSigns, 2015. Dublin. Available online at www.irelandsvitalsigns.ie
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About and Welcome

Message from the Chairperson and
Chief Executive of The Community
Foundation for Ireland
Following the success of the inaugural 2013 VitalSigns, we are delighted to
publish VitalSigns 2015, the second report in our biennial series. The Community
Foundation for Ireland empowers people and organisations who want to make a
difference through a model of philanthropy that is based on trust, effectiveness
and impact. Established in 2000, The Foundation has a proven track record in
empowering donors who want to make a real difference in their communities
by tackling social issues effectively and VitalSigns is critical in informing The
Foundation and our donors on how we can optimise our impact.
VitalSigns originated in The Toronto Community Foundation over ten years ago
and has since developed into a national initiative across Canada and is spreading
to other countries. We are very pleased that in 2013 The Community Foundation
for Ireland was the first to publish VitalSigns in Europe and also that we are the
first Community Foundation to publish a Youth VitalSigns outside of Canada, in
tandem with the publication of the 2015 VitalSigns report.
In essence, VitalSigns is a scorecard on how Ireland is doing across the main
social indicators which impact on our citizens’ daily lives and determine the
quality of life in our communities. So what does 2015 VitalSigns tell us?
While the grades throughout the report have not changed drastically there is a
discernible difference in the priorities throughout each key issue area. In 2013
8 out of the top 10 priorities focused on education, whereas this year they are
much more diverse with the area of Getting Around being prioritised by the Irish
public.
For our part, VitalSigns is becoming an integral part of the grant making process
of The Community Foundation for Ireland as it allows The Foundation to get
information first hand from communities and use this information as a way
to guide and enhance CFI’s grant making. CFI hopes that other organisations
(including trusts and foundations), academics, key influencers and decision
makers, as well as individuals will harness the knowledge from VitalSigns and
use it as a credible resource and as a catalyst to deliver just and progressive
change.
Tina Roche, Chief Executive

Louis Fitzgerald, Chairperson

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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Introduction and Methodology
Community foundations are grantmaking public charities that are dedicated to
improving the lives of people in a defined local geographic area. They bring together
the financial resources of individuals, families, and businesses to support effective
nonprofits in their communities.
VitalSigns was conceived by The Community Foundation of Toronto in 2001 with
Ireland’s first VitalSigns being published in 2013. The Community Foundation for
Ireland was the first Community Foundation to publish VitalSigns in Europe and since
then the VitalSigns report has been published by 12 UK Community Foundations and
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. On an international level, VitalSigns has continued
to be published by Community Foundations in Brazil, Australia, the US and by over
30 Canadian Community Foundations.
VitalSigns 2015 is the second report published by The Community Foundation
for Ireland, which will continue to publish VitalSigns every two years in order to
track trends throughout Irish communities, identifying key areas for growth and
improvement while also harnessing our achievements as a nation.

Demographic analysis
of Survey Respondents
Region:
Leinster 73%
Ulster 7%
Munster 13%
Connaught 7%

The methodology for the VitalSigns report has 3 components:

Community Leader Consultation Community leaders, within the 12 key
issue areas, were interviewed in order to utilise expertise in their respective areas and
to identify additional priorities to be included within the citizens’ survey that accurately
reflect attitude or policy changes since the 2013 report.

Data Collection

Factual data was gathered in the form of ‘VitalStatistics’.
The data was gathered from reputable sources that have been published within the
last 5 years. The VitalStatistics that were used for this report were a reflection of the
priorities as rated by survey respondents.

Citizens’ Survey The Citizens’ Survey used the same basic format as that of
2013, with additional demographic questions and the addition of 3 new priorities.
The citizens’ survey opened on July 16th 2014 and closed on October 22nd 2014;
within this time frame there were 1214 respondents, an increase of 214 from 2013
and a 39% increase in completed surveys from 540 in 2013 to 877 in 2015.
The survey was completed in two ways firstly an online survey, which was available
on a number of media platforms and secondly a paper version, the VitalSigns research
team conducted door to door surveys
and also made surveys available
at a number of community events.

Priorities
The Citizens’ priorities are the issues
respondents rated as most important
in their communities. These were
selected from a list of 115 priorities
within each of the key social issue
areas.

Grades
The grades that are featured in each of
the key social issue areas throughout
the survey have been assigned by the
survey respondents and are a reflection
on how the respondents feel Ireland is
currently faring within this area.
2
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The Key issue area grades are reflected
as follows:
A- Excellent, stay on course
B- Good, but some improvements
could be made
C- Average performance,
suggest additional effort
should be made to address
these issues
D- Below average performance,
additional work is required
F- Failure, immediate action is crucial.

Gender:

Female 62.98%
Male 37.02%

Employment status:
Self- Employed 7.42%
Employed (professional) 35.45%
Employed (other) 8.24%
Employed 15.33%
Student (full time) 4.62%
Student (part- time) 1.07%
Student + employed 1.15%
Unemployed 9.89%
Long- term unemployed 2.72%
Home duties 3.96%
Retired 12.78%

Age group
18-25 10.63%
26-34 13.85%
35-44 22.34%
45-54 22.09%
55-64 19.46%
65-74 9.23%
75+ 2.39%

Overall satisfaction
with life in Ireland: C+
Key Issue Area

What are the most important issues facing
Ireland today?
These are the priorities that survey respondents rated as the
highest out of the 115 priority options within the citizens’ survey
compared against the top 10 most highly rated priorities for 2013.

2013

2015

Arts and Culture

B-

B-

Learning*

C+

B-

Safety

C+

C+

Strong Communities C+

C+

Literacy levels
Universities and third

Environment

C+

C+

level education

Getting around

C+

C+

Early childhood
education

Children and
young people

C+

C+

Older People*

C+

C

C

C-

Inclusive society*

2013

2015

The quality of the
education system

Public transport
services*
Quality of the
education system

Walking*
Early childhood

development*

Libraries and reading

Air quality
Numeracy levels
Home life of children

Mobility and transport
of older people*

Literacy levels
Affordability of
everyday life*

Home life of

and young people

Work, Equality and
Financial wellbeing C-

C-

Housing*

C-

D+

Educational attainment
rates lifelong learning

Health & wellbeing

C-

C-

Lifelong learning

older people*

Air quality
Homelessness*
*indicates a significant difference from 2013 vs 2015

If Ireland were a village of 100 people

51 49 67 19 25 33 7 2 17 2
would be
female

would be
male

would be
between
15- 67

would
smoke

of the
women
would be
overweight
or obese

of the men
would be
overweight
or obese

would
be selfemployed

households
would be
on the
social
housing
waiting list

would have
tried an
illicit drug

would have
emigrated

Strong Communities Grade: C+
Priorities:
Sense of
belonging
in the
community

Participation
in the
community

Volunteering

VitalStatistics:
Ireland dropped 3 places in
The World Giving Index and now ranks
5th globally.

People spend an average of 8
minutes per day volunteering,
double the OECD average.

64% of people in Ireland have
helped a stranger in the last
month.

In 2013 there was a 4% drop in
blood donations.

Survey Comments:
Participation in community based structures, being truly
representative of your community and engagement in
planning and capacity building will be reflected in the
ownership and pride of the community and
empowering the locals who live there to find
sustainable solutions to their situation.
(Male, 45- 54, Waterford, Employed (Professional)

CFI in action:
The Yellow Flag Programme is an anti-racism programme focused
in primary schools. The programme progresses schools through an 8 step
programme, on completion they are awarded their Yellow
Flag. Schools are a key place to target issues such as
racism in wider society. The Community Foundation
is supporting the Yellow Flag Programme with
a multiannual Impact Grant with the aim of
mainstreaming the program in all primary
schools across Ireland.
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21.8%

of grants given by
The Community
Foundation in
2013 went to the
area of Strong
Communities

Safety Grade: C+
Priorities:

Emergency
response
time

VitalStatistics:
Patients in Leinster are twice as
likely to get a response to a cardiac
emergency within the target
eighteen minutes than those
in the west of the country.

Homicide offences increased from
71 in 2013 to 87 in 2014

Crimes
against
a person

100 new Garda recruits started in 2014,
the first since the embargo in 2009.

Based on crimes per capita
Roscommon is the safest
place in Ireland and Dublin
North Central is the most
dangerous.

Survey Comments:
Safety of
the streets
at night

Although our crime levels are at a minimum in
comparison to the past - there is a trust issue with
the Gardaí, and the cuts to Garda resources aren’t
helping the public sense of safety.
(Male, 18-25, Cork, Unemployed)

CFI in action:
The Irish Red Cross is operating a pilot
programme named the Fire and Emergency
Support Service through the support of The
Community Foundation’s Impact grant. The
pilot, which is running in Mayo, is a multi-agency
intervention led by the Irish Red Cross that
will respond to families in the aftermath of an
emergency such as a house fire. It is hoped to
eventually roll this service out nationally to fill the
current gap in services.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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Learning Grade: BTop 3
priorities:

VitalStatistics:
Ireland scores 18th in the world’s top
higher education systems, down from
16th in 2012.

40% of women have completed

The quality
of the
education
system

1 in 6 Irish adults are at or below a

Ireland is below the European average
with 6.8% of 25- 64 year olds in
life- long learning.

Literacy
levels

Survey Comments:

Numeracy
levels

level one on the literacy and numeracy
scales.

tertiary education compared to
32% of men.

We’re better than many but should ensure
access to education among disadvantaged
groups is improved.
(Female, 45-54, Dublin, Unemployed)

CFI in action:
The Tony Ryan Fund for Tipperary
provided €1million to The Community
Foundation to bring evidence based
programmes to children and young
people in the Tipperary region. One
programme which has received significant
funding is High Scope; this involves training
early years’ educators throughout Tipperary through
an internationally recognised programme which has a proven track record with
positive effects manifesting from the time a child has attended the High Scope
Programme up until the age of 40.
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27.6%

of grants given by
The Community
Foundation in
2013 went to the
area of Learning.

Arts and Culture Grade: BTop 3
Priorities:
Libraries
and reading

VitalStatistics:
There are 16.3 million visits
made to public libraries in Ireland
every year.

In 2013 there were 6,492,192
visits made to the top 10 attractions
in Ireland, the most popular being the
Guinness Storehouse.

Heritage
sites

“There were 140,000 overseas visitors to
the St. Patrick’s day festivities in 2013, who
spent an average of €696 during
their stay, an increase on the average
spend of €416 in 2010.
There has been a 30% cut to the Art’s
Council funding since 2008, this has
resulted in closure of a number of National
Cultural Institutes across Ireland.

Survey Comments:
Music and
Festivals

(Arts and Culture)… Great for locals, tourism,
the vibrancy of the city and education
(Female, 55-64, Dublin, Self- employed)

CFI in action:
Kids Classics is a programme which brings music to
children in hospital. Professional musicians who
are specifically trained to work with sick children
provide unique and engaging performances in
the hospital setting. This has been supported with
multiannual grants by a donor advised family fund.
A member of the donor family spent a significant
amount of time in hospital as a child and funded the
programme as they were aware of the direct impact
such a service could provide.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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60 seconds with The Community
Foundation for Ireland
What do you do?
Who are you?
Established in 2000, The Community Foundation for Ireland
is a philanthropic organisation which believes in the

to deliver just and
progressive social change.
power of philanthropy

What have you
achieved?
Since 2000, The Foundation has made
charitable grants on behalf of

donors
of over €20 million in
Ireland and overseas.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
empowers people and organisations who
want to make a difference through a model

that is based on
trust, effectiveness and
impact.

of philanthropy

How can I invest?
To find out more about how The Community
Foundation for Ireland works with

how to set up a
donor advised fund, please
donors and

visit the How to Give section of our website
http://www.foundation.ie/how-to-give/whygive/

How can my charity
apply for money?
What did you do last year?
its strongest year to date,

Visit our website to find out about
applying for a grant and to sign up
to receive Community Matters to be kept
informed about forthcoming grants rounds.

community and voluntary sector in Ireland and abroad.

For more information go to
www.communityfoundation.ie

In 2014, the Community Foundation for Ireland had

distributing
almost €4m in grants to the

8

VitalSigns 2015

Why Choose The Community Foundation
for Ireland?
We are here for the
long term and operate
within a proven model
of philanthropy;

We have a strong
commitment to
ensuring that
The Foundation
attains impeccable
standards of
governance and
transparency
and follows best
international
practice;

We have a dedicated and
committed staff with
extensive experience of
grant-making in Ireland
and overseas;

Since 2000, we have
a proven track record
in empowering donors
who want to make a
real difference in their
communities by tackling
social issues effectively
because...

We partner with
professional
advisers to create
highly effective
approaches to
charitable giving;

We make giving fast, efficient
and rewarding, as well as cost
effective for our donors;
We have insights and a
working relationship with
over 3,000 non-profit
organisations at a national,
regional and local level
throughout Ireland;

We are a community leader,
convening organisations and
co-ordinating resources to
create positive change.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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Environment Grade: C+
Priorities:

VitalStatistics:
Since 1990 there has been a 25%
increase in emissions.

The average Irish household throws
out just under 1 tonne of rubbish
each year.

Ireland has the second lowest
level of forest cover in the EU
with only 10.7% of total land
area forested.

37% of the rubbish sent to landfill is
organic and 30% is recyclable.

Air quality

Open space
and the
share that is
available to
the public

Protected
natural areas

Survey Comments:
Climate change is the single most critical
challenge for human kind that if we don’t
respond we all share the responsibility for the
earth’s destruction
(Male, 55-64, Wexford, Employed (Professional)

CFI in action:
The Mount Street Club Trust has been supporting
people who are unemployed in Dublin for over
one hundred years. The trust developed The
Community Growers fund at The
Community Foundation which established community
gardens and allotments projects over four years in
the greater Dublin area, the purpose being to engage
unemployed people in growing food and plants. Over 110
grants were made to 90 groups, directly impacting 1,000
people and many more indirectly.
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Health and Wellbeing Grade: CPriorities:

VitalStatistics:
33% of men and 45% of

Access to
healthcare

Pregnancy
health and
birth

women identified financial
problems as the number one
barrier to improving their
health.
The infant mortality rate in
Ireland dropped from 4.4 deaths
in 2012 to 3.3 in 2013.

The average public expenditure on
healthcare in Ireland per person is
€2900, above the OECD average
of €2369.

23% of Irish adults are obese.
The number of adult smokers has
fallen from 45.6% in the 1970’s
to 19% today.

Survey Comments:
Quality of the
healthcare
system

More attention needs to go into the prevention of
health issues by linking the health providers to the
community and enabling community groups
to lead out on the health and wellbeing
message. (Male, 35-54, Monaghan, Employed (Professional)

CFI in action:
As part of The Community
Foundations ‘Caring Communities’
grant stream, Be Well Bray
implemented a programme
of activities and events that
significantly raised the profile of
youth mental health as a societal issue
and organised a ‘Be Well Week’. Based on
its success this model of work will be replicated
across ten towns in Ireland next year.

16.4%

of grants given by
The Community
Foundation in
2013 went to the
area of Health
and Wellbeing.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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Housing Grade: DPriorities:

Homelessness

VitalStatistics:
There were 89,873 households
on the social housing waiting list
in April 2014

2% of homeless people sleep

Over half of all private

The average rent in Dublin is
€1,290 per month up 15.6%
since 2013.

rentals failed to meet basic
minimum requirements.

‘rough’.

Cost of
renting

Survey Comments:
Availability
of rental
housing

The issue of homelessness in Ireland is very
serious… inadequate rental properties,
inability to access suitable rental properties
when receiving rent allowance.
(Female, 45- 54, Dublin, Employed (Professional)

CFI in action:
Merchants Quay Ireland
(MQI) works with people struggling
with addiction, many of whom are
homeless. They work in the front line,
providing supports and services to people
on the margins of society. They provide
clothing and hot meals seven days a week to
hundreds of clients. One of our donors went to MQI on a
‘Seeing is Believing tour’*. As a result, she has now funded
10,000 Christmas meals and also a freezer for the kitchen at MQI.
*Where a donor is brought on an organised tour of the facility in order to see the impact or potential impact of what a fund will have with the organisation in question.
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3.6%

of grants given by
The Community
Foundation in
2013 went to the
area of Housing.

Getting around Grade: C+
Priorities:

Public
transport
services*
*number 1 overall priority

Walking

Biking

VitalStatistics:
The number of Irish people who use
public transport is below the European
average at 27%.

In 2014 43% of energy used in
Ireland was used in the transport
sector.

To date there have been
7,951,866 journeys made
on Dublin bikes since the
launch in 2009.

In 2014 44% of people were
unhappy with the cost of public
transport services.

Survey Comments:
A well maintained, efficiently run and
accessible public transport system is essential
for a well-run society- it allows for the
freedom of movement for all generations.
(Female, 45- 54, Dublin, Employed (Professional)

CFI in action:
Access to transport is very
important for older people,
especially in rural areas.
Rural transport programmes
are a lifeline for older people;
The Community Foundation for
Ireland has provided at least
€1 million in small grants for social
activities for older people in the past fifteen years. The
majority of these grants involved hiring transport to allow
older people engage in crucial social interactions and
activities.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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Older people Grade: C
Priorities:
Mobility and
transport

Home

Engagement
in community,
social
connections
and loneliness

VitalStatistics:
59% of older people felt they

Retired people spend on
average €75 a week on
transport.

received a high level of support
within their communities.

91% of older people felt

2.2% (10,201) of older people said

‘well supported’ by their
families.

they had experienced some form of
abuse within the last 12 months.

Survey Comments:
A wonderful asset to any community. Their skills,
knowledge and patience should be harnessed to
help the youth of today.
(Female, 45- 54, Laois, Unemployed)

CFI in action:
Age and Opportunity, supported
by The Community Foundation,
has been running the Creative
Exchange programme which
seeks to provide rich, creative
opportunities for older people in
care settings. Creative Exchanges trains
coordinators and therapists to provide them
the skills and confidence to plan creative activities. Past
trainees have reported significant changes in how residents
were engaging with these activities, such as taking part in
singing and dancing classes as a result.
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10.5%

of grants given by
The Community
Foundation in
2013 went to the
area of Older
People.

Inclusive Society Grade: CPriorities:
Gender equality
in positions
of influence
and decision
making

Gender equality
in politics

VitalStatistics:
Women made up 10.9% of board
members in publicly listed companies
in 2014, below the EU average of

There were only 31 non Irish or
UK nationals who ran in the 2014
local elections.

Ireland ranks 9th in the
EU for Gender Equality, with
Sweden at number 1 and
Romania at 27.

14% of people with a disability

16%.

have reported experiencing
discrimination.

Survey Comments:
Ireland is an unequal society, women, ethnic minorities,
disabled people are hugely underrepresented.

Integration of
minority and
ethnic groups

(Female, 35-44, Cork, Student (part- time)

CFI in action:
Marriage Equality has focused
on providing equal marriage rights
for the LGBT community; The
Community Foundation for Ireland
has supported this cause for three
years through an Impact grant. Marriage
Equality has advocated for equal rights
since 2010, the results of their efforts have been
a major factor in the upcoming 2015 referendum.

12.6%

of grants given by
The Community
Foundation in
2013 went to the
area of Inclusive
Society.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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Children and Young people Grade: C+
Priorities:
Early
childhood
development

Home life of
children and
young people

VitalStatistics:
The free pre-school year
programme provides 63,000
pupils annually with early
childhood education.

Ireland has the 5th highest
child poverty rate in the EU,
up from 9th in 2007.

Irish teenagers are one of
the happiest in Europe with
68% reporting that they
enjoyed family life.

31% of Primary school students
and 16% of secondary school
students have reported being
bullied.

Survey Comments:
Early childhood development interventions
and addressing childhood poverty are key.
(Male, 55-64, Dublin, Retired)

Child poverty

CFI in action:
Parenting Support Initiativetogether with the Katharine Howard
Foundation, The Community
Foundation has committed funds
for a three year period for a national
grants scheme which provides supports
to organisations working with parents. The
scheme provides early intervention parenting
supports to parents of children from
0-2 years of age.
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9.3%

of grants given by
The Community
Foundation in
2013 went to the
area of Children
and Young People.

Work, equality & financial
well-being Grade: CPriorities:
The
affordability
of everyday
life

Work- life
balance

Un/
employment
rates

VitalStatistics:
People in Ireland work an
average of 1543 hours
per year.
More than 1 in 6 adults live
in a ‘jobless’ household.

1 in 10 Irish people cannot
afford to buy food.

43% of Irish people in 2014 thought
the economic situation in Ireland
would get better next year almost
double the EU average of 24%.

Survey Comments:
Unemployment, especially youth unemployment is
the biggest challenge we face. It impacts on every facet
of society. We need to look at programmes
like basic income which will enable people
to live life with dignity.
(Female, 45- 54, Tipperary, Employed (Professional)

CFI in action:
The Ulster Bank Community
Impact Fund, administered by The
Community Foundation, is supporting the
North East Kerry Development Company
Ltd. This grant aims to create sustainable
Social Enterprises in North & East Kerry
by providing training and mentoring to
identified Social Enterprises based in the
catchment area.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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Youth
VitalSigns
Social
Situation
Education
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Living

Youth VitalSigns was conceived by
The Community Foundation of Vancouver in 2009
and The Community Foundation for Ireland is
the first to publish a Youth VitalSigns outside
of Canada.
18- 25 year olds throughout Ireland were asked
to grade the key social issue areas and to
identify how they rate these key areas and what
are the priorities relevant to their age cohort.

Employment
Finance

Identity

The Community Foundation for Ireland

19

Demographics
of youth
respondents

Ulster

10%

Connaught

2%

Male

45.74%

Leinster

Munster

80%

8%

Status

Female

54.26%
VitalTalks:

VitalTalks was established in order
to share the achievements,
challenges and experiences of young
people in modern Ireland. 6 VitalTalks
took place in 2014 and featured 29
young speakers, 19 panellists and
hundreds of audience members. The
VitalTalks videos are featured on
the website www.irelandsvitalsigns.ie

20
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Percentage

Self- employed

3.1%

Employed
(professional)

13.18%

Employed
(other qualification)

3.1%

employed

21.71%

Student (full time)

26.36%

Student (part- time)

3.88%

Student + employed

6.2%

unemployed

25.58%

Long term unemployed

0%

Home duties

0.78%

Retired

0%

Youth VitalSigns
results
Social Situation

c+
c+

Strong Communities
Safety

Education

c-

Learning

Living

B- Arts and Culture
c- Environment
c- Health and Wellbeing

Finance

cc+

Housing
Getting Around

Identity

c
c+
c+

Children and Young People

c-

Work, Equality and
Financial Wellbeing

Older People
Inclusive Society

Employment

Top 10

priorities:

1 Public transport services
2Walking
3 Emergency response time
4 Biking
5 Early
childhood
development
6 Protected natural areas
7
Quality of the
education system
8 Home
life of children
and young people
9isOpen
space and share that
accessible to the public
10 Access to healthcare

Highlights from the Youth VitalSigns report
Young people can be seen as more optimistic in their grading of the
key social issue areas than the overall age cohort as there was no
grade ranked under a C-.Both the Youth and Overall categories
prioritised the area of ‘Getting Around’ in 2015. However overall young
people can be seen to also prioritise the areas of;
- Children and Young people
- Environment

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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The Community Foundation
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The Community Foundation for Ireland
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We would like to thank the individuals
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expertise and provided valuable insight
throughout the Community Leader
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to the VitalSigns report;

• Brian Geoghegan

• Sister Marian Harte
• Eamonn Heffernan
• Dr Brian Keogh
• Anna Lee
• Maire O’ Connor
• John Rockett
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• Brian Keogh

Cecilia Forrestal: Community Action
Network*

• Roddy Rowan
The VitalSigns Steering Committee:
• Tina Roche

Hugh O’ Connor: Ageing Well network

• Jackie Harrison

Sinead Shannon: Ageing Well Network*

• Anna Lee

Fidele Mutwarasibo: Immigrant Council
of Ireland*

• Monica Dignam

Dr Yvonne McKenna: Volunteer Ireland*
June Tinsley: Barnardos

• Michael Parkinson
The VitalSigns team:

Ita Tobin: DCU

• Project lead: Hazel Hill

Maeve O’ Brien: Crisis Pregnancy Ireland

• Statistician: Michael Parkinson

Stuart McLaughlin: Business to Arts*

• Marketing: Moira Horgan and
Barbara Gormley

Davin Roche: GLEN
Ed Caroll: BlueDrum
Niamh Gallagher: Women for Election
Tanya Ward: Children’s Rights Alliance
Peter Smyth: The Irish Sports Council
* indicates that the individual also participated in the
2013 VitalSigns report as part of the community leader
consultation process.
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• Mike Gaffney

Michael Ewing: The environmental pillar*

Peter Dorman: Community Action
Network
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• Barry Connolly

• Volunteers: Rhodri Lloyd, Amy O’ Neill,
Kevin McGuiness, Nico Ferguson.

Factual data sources:
• An Gárda Síochana

• The Arts Council

• Centre of Ageing Research and
Development in Ireland

• The Central Statistics Office

• Charities Aid Foundation
• DAFT
• Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine.
• Department of Environment,
Community and Local Government
• Environmental Protection Agency
• European Federation of National
Associations Working with the
Homelessness
• European Institute for Gender Equality

• The European Antipoverty Network
• The European Commission: Eurostat
and Eurobarometer
• The Gender Inequality Index
• The OECD
• Trinity College Dublin
• UNICEF
• University College Dublin
• United Nations Statistics
• Women for Election
• World Health Organisation

• Fáilte Ireland
• Grant Thornton
• Headstrong
• Health and Safety Authority
• Health Service Executive
• Higher Education Authority
• Irish Blood Transfusion Service
• Irish Congress of Trade Unions
• Irish Elections: Geography, Facts and
Analyses
• Milward Brown Lansdowne
• National Adult Literacy Agency
• National Centre for the Protection of
Older People
• National Disability Service
• National Economic and Social Council
• Oíreachtas Library and Research Service
• Public Health Alliance Ireland
• Road Safety Authority
• Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland

The Community Foundation for Ireland
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The VitalSigns report has been distributed to all government departments and made
accessible to all key influencers and decision makers in Ireland.
To download the full demographic analysis report please visit www.irelandsvitalsigns.ie.
Special Thanks
Special thanks to Michael Parkinson, who did the statistical analysis for VitalSigns 2015
and was a valuable member of the VitalSigns Steering Committee.
Special thanks to Hazel Hill, author and researcher of VitalSigns 2015. Hazel expanded
upon the work of VitalSigns 2013 by forming the VitalSigns research team and
delivering the survey to communities in Ireland, ensuring all demographics present in
Irish society were given the chance to participate. She disseminated the citizens survey
through online marketing and presenting VitalSigns at a number of community events,
which resulted in over 1,200 respondents.
Hazel Hill is responsible for designing and developing Youth VitalSigns, resulting in
The Community Foundation for Ireland being the first Community Foundation outside
of Canada to publish Youth VitalSigns. This initiative has allowed The Community
Foundation to connect with Ireland’s young people ensuring their opinions are heard
and priorities captured through the Youth VitalSigns report. Hazel is also responsible
for establishing and disseminating VitalTalks, a new element to be brought to Youth
VitalSigns.
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32 Lower O’ Connell Street, Dublin 1, Ireland
Tel: 01 8747354
Email: info@foundation.ie or vitalsigns@foundation.ie
Website: www.irelandsvitalsigns.ie or www.foundation.ie
Follow us on twitter @communityfound #VitalSigns15
Find us on facebook.com/communityfoundationireland
CHY: 13967

